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monarch. See how the buds neglect to shed their
dust; how the flowers remain veiled in their closed
cups ; how the voices of the birds are silent and their
wings seem weary with their own weight/5

" Ah/' said the watchful fairy, " that sounds well
This king, at least, is not quite so forgetful as he
thinks himself to be."

" A few days ago/5 said one of the girls to the old
chamberlain, " a guest arrived to do homage to the
king, and we came from Fairyland to deck his groves
and gardens with emblems of delight. This is how
we did not hear of his orders."

" Beware, then/5 said the chamberlain, " now that
his commands are known to you."

" Certainly/5 replied the other girl, " but if it be
permitted to us, tell us, we pray you, what has
induced our sovereign to forbid the festivals of the
spring ? "

" That is a good question/5 said the watching fairy
to herself; " it must be something weighty which
prevents a king from holding a pleasing festival."

" Have you not heard/5 said the chamberlain, " of
the disappearance of Sakuntala ? 5?

" We know her story/5 said the first girl, " up to
the point when the fatal ring was miraculously
discovered.55

" There is little to add to that/5 said the chamber-
lain. " Undoubtedly the king5s memory was restored
by the sight of the gem, for when it was brought to
him he said,' Yes, indeed, Sakuntala is my wife, and
when I cast her off I must have, for the moment, lost
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